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Inside this issue you will find…. what is happening this month… Committee Reports…. general
information and a wee bit of humor too. We welcome your articles and will be more than glad to insert
them in future issues. Thanks to those who have submitted in the past. Anyone wishing to contribute to
the Branch Line, please submit your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com
For all you football enthusiasts, be sure to mark your calendar and join us for our Super Bowl Pot Luck
Party on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5th. Doors open at 4:00 pm and game time is 6:30. Bring pot luck
to share with your friends!
Another bus trip is in the works. Please see inside for details as plans are in progress to go to the
Canadian Heritage War Plane Museum in April. Itinerary and pricing will be posted at Branch and in the
March newsletter.
Lots of reasons to celebrate this month:


Happy Groundhog Day …. According to folklore, if the groundhog sees its shadow on February 2
it will return to its burrow, indicating that there will be six more weeks of winter. If it does not see
its shadow, then spring is on the way.



Valentine’s Day is just around the corner so have some sweets with your sweetheart!



And, from our family to yours …. Happy Family Day! Enjoy your time together!!!

All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your friends and join in the
camaraderie.
If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at
Branch340newsletter@gmail.com

The Editor

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hello Comrades,
What a way to start 2017. We haven’t had a January like this before. Makes me want to get the clubs out
and shine them up. I am sure we are going to pay for it sometime. We have had a busy January at
Branch 340.
January events:
1. The year started off with our traditional Levee Day celebration. The club room was busy the entire
afternoon. Once again, “The Danns” played to a very receptive crowd. Thanks to Leo and his
crew for doing another fantastic job. I would like to thank Les and Pat Virtue for arranging the
event. Pat did a great job preparing all the food and no one went home hungry. Thanks Pat. Les
set up the event and made sure things went smooth. Thanks for your support Les.
2. Our Meat Draws took a well-deserved rest. We had 1 this month and it was well participated.
3. There was a celebration of life for Dick MacDonald. Our thoughts and prayers are with our Ladies
Auxiliary President Brenda Collins in this time of sorrow. He was a good supporter of our Branch
and will be missed. Many friends paid their respect for Dick which showed how well like he was
liked. Rest in Peace Dick.
4. We have sports teams moving on in both Cribbage and Euchre. Good luck to them as they play in
the District play downs (Cribbage is January 29th in Kincardine and Euchre is March 25th in
Hespeler).
Wishing you all good health for the rest of the winter. Many of our patrons have arranged holidays in the
south. Hope your travels are uneventful.
We will remember them.
Yours in Comradeship,
President Dan Kelly
Dankelly@bmts.com

MEMBERSHIP

Members are reminded to ensure their current information is up to date such as addresses and phone
numbers. If you have recently had a change of address or other changes please leave the particulars with
the Bar Steward and the Membership Register can be updated; or contact the undersigned.
I would like to welcome our new members Christian Mitterhuber, Susan Hamer, Peter Turi, and Apkar
Sercan to our Branch.
It is no longer necessary to have any type of military background to become a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion. We are always looking for new members and would like to see more people join our
Branch. Please see the Bar Steward for applications.
As members please attend the General Meetings which are held on the 1st Tuesday of each month at
7:30 p.m. (July and August are exempt). This is your Branch and the meetings are for your benefit so you
will know what is happening in your Branch.
Sharen Maas
Membership Chairman
jsmaas@brucetelecom.com
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RCL BRANCH 340 LADIES AUXILIARY

Have you been interested in joining the Ladies Auxiliary but don't have enough information to make that
decision? Well here's what we're all about.
Having Fun! We have such fun in the kitchen, at Conventions, on parade, or hosting a yard and bake
sale.
Teamwork! Whether it's delivering Meals-on-Wheels or preparing meals for banquets, we rely on each
other and trust each other.
Dedication! Attending our General Meetings once a month, going to Zone meetings twice a year and
Provincial Conventions every other year.
Volunteering! Whether you're elected or appointed to a position on the executive of the Auxiliary, it's all
time we devote to fulfill the task.
Friendship! We share each other's woes, each other’s burdens bear, and often for each other flows the
sympathizing tear.
Pride! When we wear the uniform; when we carry the flag and when we take part in Legion and public
events. We always take pride in being a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. Serving our Legion and
supporting our veterans and our community.
Hard working Women! You bet we are, but we know how to make it fun and share the work load. We
serve the best home cooked meals to our clients.
Fundraising! Our goal is to donate financially to local charities, organizations and schools, provincial
bursaries, sports and charities, Veterans hospitals, and our own Legion Branch 340 and the Cenotaph
Fund.
Have we piqued your interest? Do you have any more questions? Would you like to complete an
application? Then speak to one of the Ladies Auxiliary members if you already know one, or ask the
bartender for an application or the Legion office or email me at divinediane11@gmail.com.
Diane Mills, Treasurer
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BURSARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

This is a $500.00 per year program. For more information please refer to the poster included in the
newsletter or contact the undersigned at any time. If you need any help with the paperwork please feel
free to contact me.
Robert Harrison
Bursary Chairman
bnrshow@eastlink.ca
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POPPY CHAIRMAN
February Greetings Comrades!
ROAD TRIP ANYONE?? SAVE THE DATE!!
On behalf of our Padre Chuck Beaton and me we are really excited to invite you to go motor coaching
with us to the CANADIAN WAR PLANE MUSEUM in Hamilton on SUNDAY APRIL 23rd. On this date the
museum has also booked a VETERAN CAR SHOW on premise. I think many of you will be enthusiastic
about this too.
The particulars haven't been finalized as of yet however we intend to have an 'all-inclusive' and
reasonably priced ticket for sale soon and on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.
Please look up the website for the museum as it is a marvellous piece of history to visit, especially during
April when we celebrate and reflect on Vimy's 100th Anniversary. www.warplane.com
My disclaimer: This venue is being advertised to our Legion members and our neighbouring Legions.
This trip is NOT being financed through the Legion and is privately funded without profit by the guarantor.
Payment for tickets must be made in advance and is non-refundable but transferable to another party if
you are unable to participate.
So, we have lots of interest to take part in this. Grandparents are bringing their older grandchildren; some
of you may entertain asking your neighbour or a friend from coffee club. There will be some of our
younger Veterans and families going and I promise you will return home filled with knowledge and
appreciation of your excursion.
Tickets will include admission to the museum, a museum guided tour, professional motor bus coach
service with washroom, a meal and lots of laughs. I might pack the 50/50 tickets!!
Itinerary and pricing will be posted at Branch and in the March newsletter.
Looking forward to 'DAY TRIPPING' with you!!
PS…. Ladies.....there is an extensive gift shop for your pleasure also.
Elizabeth Eby
Poppy, H & A, Social Secretary
bizebys@gmail.com

“This is a very special gift that you can never see,
The reason that it's special, It's just for you from me,
Whenever you are lonely, Or when you're feeling blue,
You only have to hold this gift and know I think of you,
You never can unwrap it, Please leave the ribbon tied,
Just hold this box close to your heart,
It's filled with love inside.”
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POPPY and HONOURS & AWARDS

The Poppy and Honours & Awards Chair will be hosting a Veteran Dinner and Awards Ceremony in our
members lounge on a Friday evening in early May. The date hasn't been finalized, nor has what I'm
going to 'chef up', however membership and our Ladies Auxiliary are urged to attend for comradeship and
the fun that 'coming together' brings.
Looking forward to seeing you.
Elizabeth Eby
Poppy, H & A Chairman
bizebys@gmail.com

TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT
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Comrades
The Royal Canadian Legion sponsor many youth activities throughout our community. The next two
months will be dedicated to providing some information on our major sponsorship in Youth Education and
Youth Track & Field. Our Youth Education Chairperson is Stacey Hobson. She is working hard to provide
support to our youth in this endeavour. Thanks Stacey.
President Dan Kelly
Dankelly@bmts.com
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
REMEMBERING JACK GROSS
Just after becoming Chaplain with the Port Elgin Legion, I met Jack Gross. Norma Dudgeon sent me to
see him as part of my efforts to visit the World War II veterans. Although not a member of our Branch,
she said he was an interesting guy and a highly decorated veteran.
When I visited him at his Port Elgin home you could tell he was still a soldier. At 95, he stood straight and
tall and was able to carry on a conversation. I asked him what he did in the war and he replied that he
was in “signals”, (RCCS) Royal Canadian Corp of Signals. I told him that in army cadets in high school, I
was in signals too and worked on all the equipment he used in the field .... the old rugged 19 set, (a radio
made for tanks and the battlefield); and the 58 set, ( the Canadian version of the “walkie talkie”, carried
on your back, and line, miles and miles of line for the field telephone.) We even traded a few dots and
dashes of Morse code, all of which he could remember, when I had forgotten almost all of mine.
My visits with Jack were fascinating. As a young lieutenant he was part of the “D-Day” landing in June
1944, having gone ashore early with a small group of signalers to set up a radio net in advance of the first
wave of troops. He and his group ran line up and down the beach inland as far as they could go. The field
telephone was the most reliable way of communication with various Commanders. However, it was
dangerous work, and he lost several of his signalers.
The beachhead of Normandy secured, Jack and his signalers worked with the 2nd Infantry Division as
they liberated the coastal towns of France. Then they moved into Holland, with all its water, mud and
blood. He was present at the Battle of the Scheldt, and claimed that mopping up offensive was the most
miserable of the whole war. Jack took a dislike for the tanks because they were always running over his
line and he always had to send his men to fix the damage.
When the war ended Jack was in Apeldoorn, Holland. He had been promoted Captain, soon to be a
Major. For his gallantry, he was honoured with the Cross of War, and was knighted by King Leopold of
Belgium. In subsequent visits I always referred to him as “Sir Jack”, which he enjoyed. I once said to him,
“It looks like you are a genuine hero.”
He replied, “Not really. Along with others I did what had to be done and many good men died. I’m sorry
about that.” Tears rolled down his cheeks.
Jack died in April last year at age 97. We lost another fine soldier.
Lest we Forget
Chaplain Chuck Beaton

Page 8 of 11

MILITARY SERVICE RECOGNITION BOOK
As the “Keepers of Remembrance”, Ontario Command is proud to publish an annual Military Service
Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in Ontario, who have either served or
are still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces.
We invite you to visit your local Legion Branch to obtain more information regarding this Remembrance
program and more importantly, to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. Everyone is welcome to submit
a story, including Veterans, relatives or friends.
Drop off or send your histories and stories to your local Legion Branch early. We accept them year-round.
Please do not drop them off or mail them to our Provincial Command office.
This project not only produces an annual Military Service Recognition Book, but also raises funds through
a telephone appeal to the general public and through advertising sales.
The book publisher, Fenety Marketing, conducts a telephone appeal on our behalf to private citizens and
the business community throughout Ontario.
The funds raised through the program will be utilized to support many important Legion initiatives that in
turn will assist our Branches and our membership within Ontario Command.
We invite you to share your story or the story of a loved one through your local Legion Branch.
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A husband and wife were having dinner at a very Fine restaurant when this absolutely stunning young
woman comes over to their table, gives the husband a big kiss, tells him she’ll see him later, and walks
away.
His wife glares at him and says, "Who was that??!!" "Oh," replies the husband, "that was my mistress."
The wife says, “That’s it, I want a divorce.”
“I understand,” replies the husband.”
"But, remember, if you get a divorce, there will be no more shopping trips to Paris, no wintering in the
Caribbean, no Infinity or Lexus in the garage, and no more Country Club, but the decision is yours.”
Just then the wife notices a mutual friend entering the restaurant with a gorgeous woman. "Who's that
woman with Jim?” she asks. "That's his mistress," replies her husband. "Ours is prettier," says the wife.
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1
BINGO
7:30 PM

2
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

3

4
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

MEAT DRAWS
4:00 PM

5
SUPER BOWL
POTLUCK
PARTY
4:00 PM

6
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

7
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
GENERAL
MEETING
7:30 PM

8
BINGO
7:30 PM

9
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

10
DANCE CLUB
8:00 PM

11
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

12

13
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

14
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
LA GENERAL
MEETING
7:30 PM

15
BINGO
7:30 PM

16
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

17

18
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

22
BINGO
7:30 PM

19

20
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

21
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM

26

27
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

28
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
EXEC. MTG
7:30 PM

MEAT DRAWS
4:00 PM

23
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

 Please join us for our various events 
 Event Times and Dates Subject to Change 
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24
DANCE CLUB
8:00 PM

25
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

