Port Elgin Branch 340

February 2018
P.O. Box 359, 630 Green Street
Port Elgin, Ontario N0H 2C0 519-389-9917
Branch340@eastlink.ca
www.Branch340.ca
Inside this issue you will find…. what is happening this month… Committee Reports…. general information and
a wee bit of humor too. We welcome your articles and will be more than glad to insert them in future issues.
Thanks to those who have submitted in the past. Anyone wishing to contribute to the Branch Line, please
submit your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com
We are pleased to announce that Branch 340 will be hosting a breakfast on Sunday, February 4th from 10:00
am – 1:00 pm. This is our first endeavour and we need your support to be successful so you are invited to
bring the family out for breakfast (see extra details inside). All proceeds will be given to the 4 local schools for
needs within their school nutrition program. Thank you for thinking of our kids!
As members please attend the General Meetings which are held on the 1 st Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
(July and August are exempt). This is your Branch and the meetings are for your benefit so you will know what
is happening in your Branch.
We have lots of reasons to celebrate this month so we wish you a ….. Happy Ground Hog Day; Valentine’s Day
and Family Day to everyone. Enjoy yourself with family, friends and loved ones.
All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your friends and join in the
camaraderie.
If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at
Branch340newsletter@gmail.com
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President’s Report
Hello Comrades,
Well, Christmas is done and we are already through the first month of 2018. Happy New Year to everyone.
January is normally a quiet time for us as many people head south for the sunshine and others just take a
break after the holidays. In Branch 340 there are many things happening and we can be proud that our Legion
continues to lead the way.
January events:
1. The year started off with our traditional Levee Day celebration. Mother Nature decided to try and put a
damper on the event with some nasty weather. Well it didn’t work as the Club Room was busy the
entire afternoon. The Williamson Family was hired to provide the music but due to the weather only
Paul Williamson could make it. He entertained the crowd all afternoon with some help from family.
Thanks Paul. I would like to thank Elizabeth Eby for arranging the event prior to heading south. Gary
and Sherry Winnitoy made sure things went as planned throughout the day. Thanks to you all for
making our Levee Day another success.
2. There were 6 new members initiated this past month. It is nice to see new members coming in.
Welcome Patricia, Marty, Karen, Carol, Andy and Kevin.
3. Our Meat Draws continued into January with two draws this month. Tom and his crew were well
prepared and are ready to continue for the remainder of this year.
4. Our Wednesday night bingo events are starting this year the same as they finished last year. They are
busy and continue to host over 70 people a night. Sharen has a good crew there to provide a good
night of entertainment.
5. We have three sports teams moving on this year. They are:
a. 8-Ball team of Craig Bell and Jim Fleming moved on to the District Competition on January 27 th
in Owen Sound.
b. Euchre team of Mary Galliher, Shirley Dadswell, Jim Mahon and George Walker move to District
Competition on March 3rd in Walkerton.
c. Cribbage team of Mary Alexander, Sharen Maas, Dana Hasting and Brad Davies move on to the
Provincial Competition in Toronto on March 10th.
I wish you all good health for the rest of the winter.
Many of our patrons have arranged holidays in the South. Hope your travels are uneventful.
“We will remember them”
Yours in Comradeship
President Dan Kelly
Dankelly@bmts.com
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RCL Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary
Have you been interested in joining the Ladies Auxiliary but don't have enough information to make that
decision? Well here's what we're all about.









Having Fun! We have such fun in the kitchen, at Conventions, on parade, or hosting a yard and bake
sale.
Teamwork! Whether it's delivering Meals-on-Wheels or preparing meals for banquets, we rely on each
other and trust each other.
Dedication! Attending our General Meetings once a month, going to Zone meetings twice a year and
Provincial Conventions every other year.
Volunteering! Whether you're elected or appointed to a position on the executive of the Auxiliary, it's
all time we devote to fulfill the task.
Friendship! We share each other's woes, each other’s burdens bear, and often for each other flows the
sympathizing tear.
Pride! When we wear the uniform; when we carry the flag and when we take part in Legion and public
events. We always take pride in being a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. Serving our Legion and
supporting our veterans and our community.
Hard working Women! You bet we are, but we know how to make it fun and share the work load. We
serve the best home cooked meals to our clients.
Fundraising! Our goal is to donate financially to local charities, organizations and schools, provincial
bursaries, sports and charities, Veterans hospitals, our own Legion Branch 340 and the Cenotaph Fund.

Have we piqued your interest? Do you have any more questions? Would you like to complete an application?
Then speak to one of the Ladies Auxiliary members if you already know one, or ask the bartender for an
application or the Legion office or email me at divinediane11@gmail.com.
Cde Diane Mills, Treasurer
A Thoughtful Valentine's Day Gift
Jim asked his friend, Tony, whether he had bought his wife anything for Valentine's Day.
'Yes,' came the answer from Tony who was a bit of a chauvinist, 'I've bought her a belt and a bag.'
'That was very kind of you,' Jim added, 'I hope she appreciated the thought.'
Tony smiled as he replied, 'So do I, and hopefully the vacuum cleaner will work better now.'
A Teacher’s Story
One day the first grade teacher was reading the story of The Three Little Pigs to her class. She came to the
part of the story where the first pig was trying to accumulate building materials for his home. She read, “And
so the pig went up to the man with the wheelbarrow full of straw and said, ‘pardon me sir, but may I have
some of that straw to build my house?”
The teacher paused and asked the class, “And what do you think that man said?”
One little boy raised his hand and said, I know, he said, “Hey cool! A talking pig!!
The teacher was unable to teach for the next 10 minutes.
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Bursary Assistance Program

The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Charitable Foundation
The Royal Canadian Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary, Ontario Command
Bursary Assistance Program
OPEN TO:
Ex-Service or Currently serving personnel of the Canadian Forces (Regular, Reserve & Merchant Navy);
Commonwealth War Veterans children & grandchildren
Ordinary/Life & Ladies’ Auxiliary Members of The Legion children & grandchildren
Associate Members’ children only
PROGRAM OPENS EVERY SEPTEMBER & CLOSES THE LAST FRIDAY OF MARCH IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR.
Download the application form on.Legion.ca

1-888-207-0939 bursary@on.Legion.ca
Supporting Documentation Required:





OSAP Documentation
Proof of Service & Relationship (Discharge Certificate or Record of Service)
Branch / Ladies’ Auxiliary Endorsement
School Endorsement
Eligible students can apply for 5 years provided the same course of study is taken.
A new application must be submitted each year.

Applications MUST be submitted to Ontario Command
The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command
89 Industrial Parkway North
Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4
1-888-207-0939

If you need any help with the paperwork please feel free to contact me.
Cde Robert Harrison
Bursary Chairman
bnrshow@eastlink.ca
519-389-4806

It was a baby mosquito's first day to fly out from home.
When the mosquito came back home later that day, the father mosquito asked, "How was your journey?"
The baby mosquito replied, "It went great. Everyone was clapping for me!"
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Hall Rental
Rental of our spacious, air conditioned hall with its beautiful hardwood floor, ideal for dancing is available for
both public and private use. We can cater for a wide variety of uses including meetings, anniversaries,
weddings, birthdays, Stag & Does, etc.
Our facility includes a wheelchair accessible washroom and a baby change station and is conveniently located
in the building for access by both males and females.
Our hall rates vary for each occasion and Legion Bar Staff is provided by the Branch.
In certain circumstances, use of the kitchen is offered at $50 per occasion. The Ladies Auxiliary is available to
cater selected menus to your event.
Special consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit organizations.
Please contact Norma Dudgeon at the Legion phone number (519) 389-9917 or email: Branch340@eastlink.ca

Honours & Awards
Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important part of the Honours &
Awards Chair.
When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our Branch functions continue, we
build strong and continuous relationships, and we build a stronger Branch.
If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact me with this members
particulars and confidentially the H&A Committee will evaluate the nomination.
Cde Blair Eby
Honours & Awards Chair
bizebys@gmail.com
519-832-3133
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Hospital & Visitation
Cards and some visitations happen on a regular basis. Cards are left at the bar for you to sign. We are all
Branch #340 Legion family and regardless of 'knowing' the person, please sign your name.
Please let me know if one of our Legion or Ladies Auxiliary members is under the weather or hospitalized.
Typically the Barbershop knows these things however please send me a quick message so I can see to the
needs of one of our Legion family.
Cde Elizabeth Eby
Branch Visitation/Hospital Chairman
Bizebys@gmail.com
519-832-3133 Home

Leadership Development

Cde Dan Kelly
Leadership Development Chairman
Dankelly@bmts.com
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Membership Matters
Our membership continues to grow with 6 new members initiated this month. Nice to see new people coming
in to our Branch. As of December 1st our dues are $55. We have a strong membership. Let’s keep it strong by
renewing your membership.
The addition of automating the membership program on to the computer has allowed us to process your
requests faster. I have updated our membership cards as of January 22, 2018 so if you have paid you dues,
your membership card should be at the bar.
Cde Dan Kelly
Membership Chairman
Dankelly@bmts.com

Last Post
Doug Thede – Associate
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN,
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Poppy
Poppy is a year around endeavour to help our Veterans at home and abroad in their time of need.
The needs of our Veterans are not limited to October/November when we have our Poppy Fund Drive. We
appreciate any donations made throughout the year. Each year we have Veterans and projects that need
assistance.
We look forward to seeing every one of you, our members and friends, participating in events over upcoming
year as we continue to strive to assist and comfort our Veterans who have served us so well!
Lest We Forget
In Comradeship,
Cde Alex Taylor
Poppy Chairman
Home -519-389-2616
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Sergeant-at-Arms
Colour Party
I welcome you to join our Flag Family Team. You can meet some new friends while learning something new.
If you are interested please contact me.
Cde Robert Harrison
Sergeant-at-Arms
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

Ways & Means Report
Our Ways and Means report is short this month as there is little activity. With Christmas over it was time for
people to relax.
Our team of volunteers continued to work along this month though. Activities completed last month are:
 Thursday night Euchre continued with many people coming in to participate.
 Saturday Afternoon euchre has the same effect as the Thursday night with a continuous support of
many people.
 Bingo continues weekly with an increase in numbers throughout the month. We have been averaging
over 70 people supporting the program. Thanks to all that take part.
 There were 2 meat draws this month. Attendance was down but all enjoyed the afternoon.
This month we will continue with these events.
Something new this month is our February 4th Breakfast Event in support of the nutrition program being run
at our 4 schools in town. Bob and Rhonda are leading up this initiative with proceeds supporting this
worthwhile program. Come out and support Branch and schools.
Let’s keep our Branch active.
Cde Dan Kelly
Ways and Means Chair
dankelly@bmts.com

Funny Valentine Version to the Tune of Amore
When the moon hits your eye like a big pizza pie…………That's amore.
When an eel bites your hand and that's not what you planned…………..That's a moray.
When our habits are strange and our customs deranged……………That's our mores.
When your horse munches straw and the bales total four……………That's some more hay.
When Othello's poor wife, she gets stabbed with a knife……………That's a Moor, eh?
When a Japanese knight used a sword in a fight……………That's Sa...mur...ai.
Writer unknown
Page 9 of 17

Branch 340 – Donation
Grey Bruce Women’s Shelter
Winter has arrived with the howling winds and the blowing snow. Oh my, that lake effect can be quite
threatening on a long drive in the dark of the night. Sometimes, when I head out down the highway, I wonder
whether if I had taken a back road, if I would I have arrived earlier. When the snow starts swirling and
pounding into the windshield you question: Should I have stayed? Why did I leave? I believe many of us have
been in this blinding snowstorm, not being able to see much in front of us. The fear of the unknown as we
keep going forward engulfs us; yet we know that pulling over and turning around is not safe.
I have actually been driving along the lake and enjoying the calmness of the snow and without warning I am in
the center of a wind tunnel with the car shaking back and forth. I had no control as I gripped the steering
wheel choked by the terror of the night with the wind bellowing leaving me paralyzed with fear. Not trusting
my judgement — as I could not see anything — I put the car in park right in the middle of the road. Confused
and disorientated by the storm, I felt lost and alone. I thought: this is it, no one is going to find me out here
and, of course, my cellphone had no service. I needed to take a moment to consider what to do next. I was in
need of a plan. A friend once told me if you are caught in a storm and you cannot see in front or behind you
look for what is beside you. I rolled down the windows to find on one side the snow bank while I searched for
the yellow line in the middle of the road. Finding them, at least I knew I was on the right side of the road. I
inched forward with my windows rolled down. I was cold and shivering, but I was determined to get out of the
storm. My windshield wipers kept whispering: “you can do this, you can do this”. Finally I drove right out of
the storm and arrived at my destination. I was going to be safe at last.
Later friends and family would ask the question — “What took you so long for you to get here?” My response
to everyone was “You really do not know what I have just been through”. I think many of you have been in
that storm, possibly fearing for your life. Some of you may even have had little ones strapped in their car
seats travelling with you.
I have learned from my experiences and I have taken control. I pay more attention to the weather reports
before I head out in any direction. I have a winter road safety plan. My bag with a few belongings is always
packed in the car. I know that I have people I can call and places to stay. There is a toll free number I can call
to check on the conditions and weigh my risks. The more information I have, the better informed I have
become as to how to make decisions for myself.
Women living in a storm in their own homes here in Bruce Grey may fear for their lives. There is a toll free
number to call for safety planning and to determine your risks. (1-800-265-3722). Remember rather than
asking “Why does she stay?” or “Why did she stay so long?” ask the question “What can I do to help?”
Shelters are a safe haven for women and their children. Shelters do save lives.
Thank you Branch 340 for the help in 2017 with the donation to The Women’s Centre Shelter.
Cde Patty Kelly
The Women’s Centre
Executive Director (Retired)
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Mike PEPE’s 100th – December 2, 2017
Attention To: Dan Kelly, President, Royal Canadian Legion (RCL), Branch 340, Port Elgin, ON
Dear Dan, the Executive, Members and Ladies Auxiliary of RCL, Branch 340, Port Elgin, ON
That was some 100th birthday celebration for Comrade Mike Pepe on Saturday, December 2nd, and we could
not have done it without you! It was estimated about 200+ guests attended the ‘come and go’ celebration.
We ( Mike and family), graciously ‘thank-you’ for your generous support, kindness, attention to detail, and
technical services (Craig Bell), as we helped Comrade Mike Pepe (DAD) celebrate his 100 th Birthday. It was a
pleasure to coordinate this celebration with the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 340, Port Elgin, ON.
The members lounge naturally created a cozy atmosphere. Everything was perfect and well-organized –
‘Thank-you’, Norma (Dudgeon). The deli spread was wonderfully presented and the Legion cloth enhanced
our picture display – ‘Thank-you’ Joyce (Chapman) and Ladies Auxiliary!

Food Table

Photo Table

The boys attending the bar, well, you were terrific, popular, and attentive to Mike’s guests – ‘Thank-you’!
Mike (Atkinson), your reflective speech on behalf of RCL Branch 340, Port Elgin, the Executive, Ladies Auxiliary
and members, was touching and the comforter will bring Mike much warmth on cooler days.

Cde Mike Atkinson presenting a gift to Cde Mike

Thanking the RCL Branch 340 and Cde Mike Atkinson,
Past President
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L-R Regina Marine, Mike Pepe and Jack O’Reilly

Plaque from RCMPVA

RCMP Vet’s Plaque

Speeches

Comrade Mike A. Pepe states: “I will not forget this day. As a 50y+ RCMP Veteran, it was appropriate to have
the ‘Red Serge Members’ in the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 340, Port Elgin, ON, where I also hold a 50+y
Life Membership. ‘Thank-you’, everyone, for making my day!”
Very sincerely,

Comrade Mike A. Pepe & family (Mike Jr, Janice, Steve)
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Branch 340 Fundraiser
Legion Breakfast – February 4
Branch 340 will be hosting a breakfast on Sunday, February 4 th. Same format as the Pumpkinfest Breakfast
that we serve. It will run from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. We still need a few more volunteers. Please check the
sign-up board in the Club Room if you can spare a couple of hours.
With the proceeds raised from this fundraiser the schools are able to purchase the food they need so no child
spends the day at school hungry. THANK YOU so much for thinking of the kids!
Please mark this date on your calendar and support this event.
Robert Harrison
bnrshow@eastlink.ca
519-389-4806

Zone C-4 Elimination Draw
Tickets are being sold in the Club Room at Branch. Please support our Zone Ways & Means fundraiser.
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Royal Canadian Legion – Ontario Command
Military Service Recognition Book
Ontario Command is very pleased and proud to publish the Military Service Recognition Book. A book that will
assist us in identifying and recognizing many of our Veterans within the Province of Ontario, while at the same
time assist us in our job as the “Keepers of Remembrance”.
We invite Legion members and the general public to visit their local Legion Branch to obtain more information
regarding this Remembrance program and more importantly, to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. We
cannot expect those who have served or are still serving to write their own stories for publication. So we are
asking members of The Legion and the general public to accept the responsibility and fulfil our mandate to do
this on their behalf.
This annual publication will help identify and recognize many of the Veterans of Ontario who served their
country extremely well. As “Keepers of Remembrance”, the Royal Canadian Legion strives to perpetuate the
sacrifices that our soldiers and their families sacrificed for our freedom. This Military Service Recognition Book
will serve as a reminder for generations to come, of the contributions made towards the creation of our nation
and the continuance of Canada as a protector of freedom.
Although this program is all about Remembrance and the history of our Veterans, funds will be raised for the
Legion through a telephone appeal to the general public and businesses through advertising sales for the
book. The book publisher, Fenety Marketing, is currently conducting a Telephone Appeal on our behalf to
private citizens and the business community throughout the Province of Ontario.
The funds raised through the program will assist and support many Legion initiatives and to assist Branches to
remain a viable partner in their communities.
We invite you to submit stories of Veterans who have touched your life through your local Legion Branch.
Recognition for our Veterans both past and present should be very important to us all. Please show your
support to our Veterans.
~ Military Service Recognition Book Committee

A hillbilly family's only son saves up money to go to college. After about three years, he comes back home.
They are sitting around the dinner table, when the dad says, ''Well son, you done gone to college, so you must
be perty smart. Why don't you speak some math fer' us?'' ''Ok, Pa.'' The son then says, ''Pi R squared.''
After a moment, the dad says, ''Why son, they ain't teached ya nothin'! Pie are round, cornbread are square.''

Q: What would you get if you crossed Groundhog Day with a puppy?
A: Ground-dog Day!
Q: What would you get if you crossed Groundhog Day with a Christmas drink?
A: Ground Nog Day!
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A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out. Anon
Everyone hears what you say. Friends listen to what you say. Best friends listen to what you don't
say. Anon
If you walk in front of me, I may not follow. If you walk behind me, I may not lead.
If you walk beside me, I will be your friend. Albert Camus

District C Cribbage Competition
Saturday, January 13, 2018

1st Place Winners – Chatsworth Branch 464

2nd Place Winners – Port Elgin Branch 340

Once again, Branch 340 has shown that we are a Branch to be reckoned with. We are sending a team to the
Provincial Cribbage Competition in Toronto. Good luck to Mary Alexander, Sharen Maas, Dana Hasting and
Brad Davies.
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10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Super Bowl Potluck
Party
4:00 pm
11

18

M

T

W

T

F

S

1
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

2
DANCE CLUB
8:00 PM

3
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

5
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

6
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
GENERAL
MEETING
7:30 PM

7
BINGO
7:30 PM

8
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

9

10
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

12
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

13
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
LA GENERAL
MEETING
7:30 PM

14

15
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

16
DANCE CLUB
8:00 PM

17
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

19

MEAT DRAWS
4:00 PM

BINGO
7:30 PM

20
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM

21
BINGO
7:30 PM

27
LADIES CARD
GROUP
1:30 PM
EXECUTIVE
MEETING
7:30 PM

28
BINGO
7:30 PM

22
EUCHRE
7:30 PM

DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

25

26
DART LEAGUE
8:00 PM

 Please join us for our various events 
 Event Times and Dates Subject to Change 
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23

24
EUCHRE
1:30 PM

